Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 05705 140928Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 
/056W 

122259 111 

P 140820Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6410 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRETORIA 5705 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SF, PINT 

SUBJECT: PERCY QOBOZA PICKED UP 

1 . LOCAL PRESS SOURCES INFORMED EMBASSY THAT PERCY QOBOZA, 
FORMER NIEMAN FELLOW AND EDITOR OF BLACK DAILY "THE WORLD," 
WAS PICKED UP BY SECURITY POLICY EARLY MORNING OF DEC. 14. 
POLICE CONFISCATED SOME LITERATURE "FROM OVERSEAS" AND 
ARE HOLDING QOBOZA FOR QUESTIONING. IT IS NOT YET KNOWN 
WHETHER HE IS BEING HELD ON A CHARGE. 

2. COMMENT: SEVERAL REPORTERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS ON QOBOZA'S 
STAFF HAVE BEEN DETAINED OVER LAST FEW MONTHS IN CONNECTION 
WITH COVERAGE OF SOWETO DISTURBANCES AND ROLE IN "BLACK 
CONSCIOUSNESS" MOVEMENT. QOBOZA TOLD EMBASSY RECENTLY THAT 
IT JUST A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE HE WOULD BE DETAINED HIMSELF. 

HE HAS BEEN A VOCAL CRITIC OF SAG AND HIS EDITORIAL 

COLUMNS HAVE GROWN INCREASINGLY POINTED OVER LAST 
THREE MONTHS. 

BOWDLER 
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